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SUBJECT: PRC VICE PREMIER VISITS PAKISTAN 

REF: HONG KONG 4271 NOTAL, HONG KONG 4424, PEKING 743 

1. SUMMARY: THE RATHER ABRUPT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THIRD-RANKING PRC 
VICE PREMIER (AND ECONOMIC SPECIALIST) LI HSIEN-NIEN WOULD VISIT 
PAKISTAN JUST SIX DAYS AFTER LI'S RETURN FROM AN OFFICIAL TRIP TO 
TEHRAN SUGGESTS THAT THE PAKISTANIS MAY HAVE PRESSED FOR THE VISIT. 
KTS BANQUET SPEECH STRESSED THE PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF SOUTH 
ASIA’S DIFFICULTIES AND PROVIDED AN INTERESTING VARIANT ON THE 
CHINESE CONSIDERATION OF THE THREAT OF WAR (REFTEL). OBVIOUSLY, 

SOUTH ASIA IS HIGH ON THE AGENDA, BUT WE SUSPECT THAT EQUALLY 
IMPORTANT WILL BE THE OVERALL SITUATION IN ASIA WHICH HAS 
DEVELOPED SO REPIDLY IN THE PAST FEW WEEKS. END SUMMARY. 
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2. ANNOUNCEMENT OF LI HSIEN-NINE'S VISIT TO RAWALPINDI COMING 
JUST SIX DAYS AFTER HIS RETURN FROM TEHRAN IS REMINISCENT OF 
JUNE 1973 WHEN THE PRC FONMIN CHI PENG-FEI SUDDENLY INCLUDED 
PAKISTAN AT THE END OF A FOUR-NATION VISIT WHILE HE WAS IN 
TEHRAN, PRESUMABLY ON HIS WAY HOME. THE ABRUPTNESS OF LI'S 
DEPARTURE FOR RAWALPINDI THIS YEAR COULD INDICATE THAT THE 
PAKISTANIS PRESSED THE PRC FOR THE VISIT, PARTICULARLY SINCE 
CHINESE VICE PREMIERS HAVE BEEN VERY ACTIVE THUS FAR IN 1975 
WITH VISITS TO MEXICO, IRAN, AND NEPAL, AS WELL AS A STOPOVER 
IN ROMANIA. HIGH-RANKING PRC VISITORS TO PAKISTAN HAVE BEEN 
FEW (OUR RECORDS INDICATE THE LAST MAJOR VISITS WERE IN 1966 
WITH FIRST THE NOW-DISGRACED LIU SHAO-CHI AND LATER PREMIER 
CHOU EN-LAI) AND LI INDICATED (PERHAPS IN APOLOGY FOR NOT HAVING 
COME EARLIER) AT HIS WELCOMING CEREMONY IN RAWALPINDI THAT 
BHUTTO HAD VISITED CHINA SEVERAL TIMES IN RECENT YEARS. 

3. DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH ASIA CERTAINLY ARE A MAJOR TOPIC OF 
CONVERSATION. IN HIS APR 20 BANQUET SPEECH, LI POINTED OUT THAT 
THE DISMEMBERMENT OF PAKISTAN BY "THE SUPERPOWER AND THE 
EXPANSIONISTS" HAD MADE THE PAKISTANIS " MORE DETERMINED THAN 
EVERY TO FIGHT AGAINST HEGEMONISM AND EXPANSIONISM." HE THEN 
CAREFULLY OUTLINED THAT THE "CHINESE PEOPLE AND GOVT HAVE 
ALWAYS CHERISHED FRIENDSHIP FOR THE PEOPLE OF ALL COUNTRIES IN 
IN SOUTH ASIA" AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT, "THROUGH PEACEFUL 
NEGOTIATIONS FREE FROM FOREIGN INTERFERENCE", THEIR PROBLEMS 
WOULD BE WORKED OUT. LI, HOWEVE, INCLUDED A FEW JABS AT THE 
INDIAN GOVERNMENT BY PROMISING "RESOLUTE SUPPORT" FOR SF.T.F- 
DETERMINATIN FOR THE PEOPLE OF KASHMIR AND FOR SIKKIMESE 
RESISTANCE AGAINST "THE NAKED ANNEXATION BY THE INDIAN 
EXPANSIONISTS". 

4. LI’S OTHER MAIN POINTS WERE ESSENTIALLY THIRD WORLD RHETORIC 
AND, IN PLAYING TO THIS AUDIENCE, HE PROVIDED A SIGNIFICANTE 
DIFFERENCE FROM FELLOW VICE PREMIER CHI TENG-KUEI (WHO WAS 
SPEAKING AT A BANQUET IN PEKING HONORING THE VISITING BELGIAN 
PRIME MINISTER) ON THE CHINESE VIEW OF THE DANGER OF WAR (REFTEL). 

LI'S LESS CLEAR-CUT STATEMENT ON THE WAR DANGER, COUPLED WITH 
HIS STRESS ON PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF SOUTH AISIA'S PROBLEMS, 

SUGGESTS THAT PEKING IS ATTEMPTING TO STEP IN QUICKLY IN THE 
AFTERMATH OF THE CAMBODIAN SITUATION TO ASSURE THAT THE DANGER OF 
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WAR, AT LEAST CLOSE TO CHINA'S BORDERS, IS NOT OVERSTATED. THIS 
SAME THEME WAS HEAVILY HAMMERED HOME BY SENIOR PRC VICE PREMIER 
KTENG HSIAO-PING IN HIS BANQUET TOAST TO NORTH KOREAN PRESIDENT 
KIM IL-SUNG (PEKING 743 AND HONG KONG 4224). 

5. WITH PAKISTAN AS A STAUNCH CHINESE ALLY AND AN ASIAN STATE, 

THE LE VISIT CAN WELL BE USED BY THE PRC TO GET ACROSS THE 
CHINESE VIEW OF THE POST-CAMBODIAN, POST- VIETNAM SITUATION IN ASIA 
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AND HELP REASSURE THE PAKISTANIS THAT THE CHINESE INTEND TO TRY 
TO STYMIE SOVIET DESIGNS AND TO GARNER FOR PEKING WHATEVER 
INFLUENCE POSSIBLE IN THE REGION. 

CROSS 
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